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* A wordle is created by entering text into a computer program which generates a graphic that depicts the frequency of the words in that
text as well as indicating the frequency of the entered word by using a larger font for the more frequently used word. In the case of this
wordle, all the comments from the “Values and Vision” survey question“What do you value most about Lake Oswego” were entered into the
“wordle” program. As illustrated, the most frequently mentioned words are“community,” followed by “schools’, “small”, “parks’, “town’, etc




Overview

]

Planning for People, Places and Prosperity

“We Love Lake Oswego: Planning for People, Places and Prosperity”is a citywide project to envision the com-
munity’s desired future for Lake Oswego in 2035, and outline the policies and steps to get us there. The project
will result in a updated Comprehensive Plan that depicts in words and images what Lake Oswego will become.
The Plan will be created, owned and implemented over many years by residents, businesses, community orga-
nizations, City Staff and City Council. At its best, it will inspire pride and a commitment to realize the future it
describes. The project will plan for the community’s present needs while ensuring that Lake Oswego sustains a
high quality of life for future generations.

The update of the Comprehensive Plan is a state requirement and the City has three years to complete it. The
expected completion date, not including implementation which will occur over a much longer period of time,
is late 2013.

On July 17,2010, the City posted the vision and values survey on the welovelakeoswego.com website. The purpose
of the survey was to receive input on what the community values today and their vision of the community 25
years into the future. The results of this survey will be used to develop a draft community vision and to create
the framework to start a community dialogue about the future of Lake Oswego.

The survey was available until late September 2010 and the City received 832 responses. The survey was not
intended to be statistically valid, rather it was intended to gauge the “pulse” of the community. After additional
community input, a working draft of the vision will be validated through a statistically significant survey process
and forwarded to the City Council for their endorsement in early 2011.”

The Survey are this report organized as follows:

« General Questions

- Action Areas
A Connected Community
Healthy, Safe People
Inspiring Spaces and Places
Complete Neighborhoods & Housing
Community Culture
Economic Vitality
Healthy Ecosystems

+ Who Took the Survey

The “wordle”* on the cover page graphically illustrates
what it is most valuable to the community today. Our
vision for Lake Oswego should seek to enhance these
values.

For more information on the project, the Comprehensive Plan update, please visit:

www.welovelakeoswego.com




General Questions

Why did you choose to live, open a business or own property in Lake Oswego?

Safe community

Quality schools

Small town feel

Scenic beauty

Great neighborhoods

Great parks

Type of housing

Close to work

Close to family/friends

Good shopping

400 600 800

Imagine Lake Oswego as you'd like to see it 25 years from now for you, and future generations.
What are the 3 most important attributes of Lake Oswego 25 years from now?

Great schools

Family friendly-

Environmentzlly healthy:
Abundant and attractive
trees and landscaping
Heslthy, local
food/shopping

Diverse transportation
options

Many recreational
opportunities

Socizlly, economically
and ethnically diverse

. Retirement
community/amenities

Lively-

Lifelong learning
opportunities

Cultural hub:
Exclusive

Regional
employment center

Shopping destination

Tourist destination

0 200 400 600
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Action Area

Complete
Neighborhoods
Housing

In the City’s 2010 Community Survey, eight out of ten respondents agreed with the statement “It would
benefit the entire community if more young individuals and families move to Lake Oswego.” Over the next
25 years, what changes do you believe should be made to attract more young individuals and families?

Quality schools

Encourage a wider range
of housing options

Recreation opportunities

Expand activities and
venues for children

More transportation
options

Increase ethnic and
socioeconomic diversity

Mare restaurants, nightlife
and entertainment

400 600

In 2035, what do you believe will be the three (3) most desirable elements of a great
neighborhood?

Ability to walk
ar bike safely to
mest daily needs

Proximity to high-guality
neighborhood schools

Caring and connected
neighbors

Small town feeling

Plentiful parks
and open spaces

Rezidentz reprezent s
mix of ages from children
to senior citizens

Access fo public
transportation

Character of buildings

Diversity of ethnic
background and income level

To accommodate Lake Oswego residents over the next 25 years, which three (3) housing options
will be most important for the community te allow or support?

Preservation/rehabilitation
of existing housing

Redevelopment of
underused/blighted properties

Cottage style housing
(small, clustered
single-family houses)

Senior living
communities

Townhomes, apartments
and condominiums

Secondary or accessary
dwelling units
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Jobs - Retail »
Redevelopment « Industry « Offices

Economic
Vitality

Which three (3) of the following do you believe should describe Lake Oswego’s economi What do you believe should be Lake Oswego’s top three (3) priorities to improve its
rolelidentity 25 years from now? business districts?

A full-service community P\g:levelnpmenl_ of
where people can live, underused/blighted properties
waork. and buy all of th

Support diversity of

shops and businesses

A mix a bedroom
community and a full

SEervice community Transit/walking/biking

access

A source of innovation . .
for the region Mew business recruitment

A destination that Storefront improvements

attracts visitors for:
shopping and entertainment

Increase parking

A bedroom community where

people live in Lake

Oswego, but go elsewher...
for jobs, goods and serv

Marketing to attract
more shoppers

Planning for People, Places and Prosperity




Action Area

Education s Recreation »
Arts - Civic Engagement - History

Community
Culture

The school district is addressing long-term concerns regarding gradually declining enrollment and state
funding shortages. Over the next 25 years, what do you believe will be the three (3) most important
priorities regarding the size and number of Lake Oswego’s schools?

Drawing mare families
with children to
live in Lake Oswego

Preserving the size and
character of Lake Oswego's
small neighborhood. ..

schools.

Recruiting out-ofdistrict
tuition students

Combining high schools
and middle schools as needed
to save money and...

Closing elementary schools
as needed to save money
and teaching posit.

Over the next 25 years, what three (3) aspects of Lake Oswego's park system and recreation
programs do you believe will be most important to expand?

400 600

Special events (farmer's
market, park concerts)

Youth-oriented

recreation (playgrounds,
skate parks)

Passive recreation
Which three (3) arts and culture activities would you most like to enjoy or see available in L {peenicking. widile
viewing. hiking)

Oswego 25 years from now?
Active recreational (team
sports, tennis, tracks)

Natural areas

Education & enrichment
(community gardening.
educational classes)

600

Art galleries

Dance performance

T
0 200 400 600




Action Area

(r’ e ,, Urban Design « Streetscape « Urbanization -
b Architecture « Land Use « Views

Inspiring
Spaces & Places

What do you believe are the three (3) most important aspects of Lake Oswego’s public spaces to
maintain and improve over the next 25 years?

Connections to the lake.
river, hiking trails

Parks ameni ties

Maintain and restore
natural areas

Streetscapes (paving,
enches. plants, stc )

Architectural quality

Places to sit outside

Landscaping

Open Ended Question:
at would make Lake Oswego even better? 732/832 (88% responded)

38% felt that social improvements were important. Respondents felt that:
« An affordable, year-round community recreation center was very important (with a swimming pool,
tennis courts, basketball courts, and a gym).
« A more diverse population would be a positive thing for Lake Oswego.
« More entertainment options are desirable, particularly more diverse dining options that are
affordable, local, and family-owned and operated

20% felt that transportation changes and improvements were important. Respondents desire more
sidewalks, pathways, bike lanes, bike paths, and greater neighborhood connections as well as compre-
hensive public transportation. The attitude towards light rail, trains and streetcars coming to Lake Oswego
were mixed.

10% felt that improvements in our local government could be made including lower taxes and water
bills, less government involvement in private property issues, better relationship between the City and the
business community and some respondents felt that city council and the mayor are unresponsive to the
people's desires.

8% indicated that the way tax dollars are spent needs to change.
7% were directed towards natural resources. People asked for access to Oswego Lake for all residents,

and commented on the tree ordinance; many felt that they should be able to cut down trees without a
permit. Some felt that the City should ease up on the sensitive lands ordinance.

WEL JLO
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Action Area

Healthy
Safe People

What three (3) factors do you believe will contribute most to your feeling of safety in Lake
Oswego over the next 25 years?

Low crime rate

Capable and well
trained Police and
Fire personnel

Well-lit, maintained
sidewalks and walking
paths~

Palice and Fire
Department visibility
in the community

Police and Fire
Department response times

600

400

What three (3) factors do you believe will contribute most to improving the community’s
health over the next 25 years?

More opportunities walk
or bike instead of drive

Provide healthy and safe
activities for children

Reduce the use of amount
of chemicals entering
our air and water

Help seniors to
age in place with
safety and dignity

Mare public facilities
for exercise

Better access to
fresh local produce

Improve access
to health care

Improve accessibility

for people
with disabilities

& Life Safery

400

500

100

200

300




Action Area

@z@ e “'._ Walking « Driving « Bicycling -
o oy P Access - Safety « Transit « Traffic

A Connected
Community

25 years from now, what three (3) types of transit do you believe will best connect you, and future
generations to local and regional destinations?

Light rail to
surrounding cities

Local circulator bus
around Lake Oswego

Streetcar to Portland

Easy connection to
high speed rail (to
cities further afield)

In 25 years, what three (3) things do you believe will make it easier for you, and future
generations to meet your daily needs without having to drive?

Improved bus service
to surrounding cities

Mare goods and
services within walking

Driving alone distance of home

Better sidewalks/pathways

Carpooling and safer crosswalks

T i i Better proximity
0 100 200 300 400 totransit service

Maore frequent
transit service

Better bike routes

25 years from now, what do you believe are the three (3) most likely ways you, and future More jobs/employers
generations will be commuting to work or school? inthe City

Working from home 300 400

Public transportation
(bus. streetcar)

Driving an electric car

600
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Action Area

@y
N4

Healthy
Ecosystems

What three (3) aspects of Lake Oswego’s natural environment do you believe will be most
important to you, and future generations in 25 years?

Healthy watersheds (rivers,
streams and habitat)

Matural areas open
to the public

QOver the next 25 years, what do you believe are the three (3) most important things the City
and/or community can do to reduce its impact on the natural environment? Should the
community provide oppertunities/ incentives to:

An exceptional natural
environment that defines
the character of Lake...

Oswego Lake Reduce the amount of
fterials that are discarded

1o a landfill and incry

Wiews of the lake.
river, mountains, and

surrounding area Increase the energy

efficiency of buildings
Expansive citywide
tree canopy (public

and private) falk. bike and take transit

for mare daily trips

trofit public infrastructure
to clean stormwater
before it enters o...

Restore natural habitats

Over the next 25 years, what three (3) actions do you believe you personally are most likely to
take to improve environmental quality?

Recycle and
composticreate less waste

Conserve energy

Shopleat locally

Purchase less “stuff”

Reduce driving /
rely more on walking..

Reduce house size

Garden organicallyleliminate
use of chemicals..

Reduce water consumption

Buy “green power”
from utilities or..

Reduce lawn area / replace
with native plants

Support “green
economy” businesses

200 300 400




Who Took the Survey

How old are you?

Households with
children under
Gender the age of 18

62% Women 56% Yes
38 % Men 44% No

School-based groups

Place-based groups
(neighborhood association.
park friends group. etc.)

Sports or recreation
based groups

Service organizations

Religious groups

Business, trade or
professional groups

City advisory

= %
boards/commissions i

Cultural groups
How leng have you lived, owned a business or owned property in Lake Oswego?

Clubs

o 100 200 300 400
5-10 years

Less than 5 years

11-15 years

152%

21-30 years

More than 30 years

Planning for People, Plgces and Prosperity



www. welovelakeoswego.com
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